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Taliban shot teenage girl for fighting for girls’ rights 
Place: Islamabad, Pakistan 
Date: October 9, 2012 

 
Words to Discuss: 
 
1. Taliban 
2. literacy 
3. military leader 
4. reactions 
5. diary 
	  

	  
	  

 
 
About Malala 
Malala Yousafzai is a teenage girl. She is known around the world for 
speaking out for girls and for their education. Malala believes in literacy 
and peace. Many people around the world see her as a great person.  
Malala wrote a blog about her life. She has won awards for her work. The 
government in Pakistan gave her a peace prize and $10,500.  
 
The Shooting 
Malala was shot when she was getting onto her school bus. First, a man 
came on the bus. Then, the man asked for Malala. Next, the man took out 
a gun. Finally, he fired the gun at Malala’s head.  
 
Medical Help 
After Malala was shot, she went to the hospital in a helicopter. The doctors 
took a bullet out of her back.  
 
The Taliban 
After the shooting, the Taliban said that they do not like Malala because 
she speaks out.  The Taliban said that they will attack her again. The 
Taliban has bombed many schools for girls in Pakistan.   
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Reactions  
A military leader in Pakistan said that everyone should be kind to children. 
He said that the Taliban has killed many soldiers. He said this is not right 
and the government will continue to fight against the Taliban. Children in 
Pakistan said prayers for Malala. Malala’s father asked that people pray 
for her health. 
 
Malala’s Diary 
Before she was shot, Malala wrote in her diary about the Taliban. She 
wrote that he Taliban made a rule that girls could not wear brightly 
colored clothing. She also wrote that she was afraid when she was 
coming home from school. She heard a man say, ”I will kill you.” She was 
afraid. Then, she saw the man was talking to someone else on his cell 
phone. 
	  
	  


