The most terrible poverty
is loneliness, and the feeling
of being unloved.
- Mother Theresa of Calcutta

All the Butterflies: The wonderful
students and staff who taught us
so much

Educating and Empowering Dominican
Women and Ourselves
Jennifer Dines & Marina Mutz / Expeditionary Learning
The small town of Cabarete, Dominican Republic appears, to the casual viewer, to
be a beach town full of surf resorts and sun-kissed sands . However, just a ten
minute walk down a small side street reveals the stark contrast between Cabarete’s
tourist population and the lives of its Dominican and Haitian residents. In Cabarete’s
backroad community, there is no running water, sanitation, or escape from the
sweltering mid-day heat. Many of the women in Cabarete are so desparate for
money that they become prostitutes – soliciting themselves to European and American male tourists for as little as $10 per day. Those who choose not to engage in
sex tourism are left jobless or with menial work that pays less than $1 per day.
Through developing relationships with the mothers and daughters who have survived
these extreme conditions for their entire lives, we gained a deeper understanding of
the effects of poverty and wealth as well as the inspiration to empower our students
as learners, citizens, and leaders. Our motivation to know and understand the living
conditions of the Dominican Republic through the eyes of these women provided us
with a great deal of energy for developing our working knowledge of Spanish. While
we have never lived in extreme poverty, we can now certainly empathize with those
who do, and we can also understand the frustrations and joys of being second
language learners. These understandings allow us to better relate to the low-income
and bilingual families that we serve in the United States.

Dominican nature and history:
horseback riding up a Taino mountain

English as a Second Language:
Excited Students Learning

Many of these girls were venturing out
of their town for the very first time.

FUND FOR TEACHERS PROJECT SUMMARY

Professional and Personal Growth
• Learned social and classroom Spanish
• Were exposed to the perspectives of women and girls living in
poverty
• Gained insight into the Dominican Republic’s public school system
• Established relationships with organizations and experts that
will be utilized in the classroom, such as the Mariposa DR
Foundation, Haitian-Dominican author Mae Claire, and Dominican
civil rights heroine Dede Mirabal
• Increased our respect for and understanding of immigrant
students and families who are learning a new language and culture

A Bilingual Exchange: English and Spanish
Lessons at a Family Home

Benefits to Students and School Community
• Teachers who speak Spanish and demonstrate cultural
competence towards Dominican families
• Curricular artifacts that affirm diversity in the school community,
including flags, artwork, and dominoes-based math games
• Greater understanding of a holistic approach to education that
includes home visits and increased communication with parents,
families, and community members as well as more attention to
students’ individual interests, langauges, and cultures
• Increased motivation to provide a role for parents within the
classroom, particularly for single unemployed mothers who lack
significant education
With international women's civil rights
heroine Dede Mirabal

Works in Progress
• Haitian-Dominican author Mae Claire will visit the United States to
discuss her writing and her experiences as a Haitian woman who
has lived in the Dominican Republic and in the United States.
• Development of a Spanish-language Technology Goes Home
curriculum, a program in which mothers and daughters participate
in technology courses together
• ESL classes for parents in collaboration with Boston Interpreters’
Collaborative
• Life skills after-school group for new immigrant students
• Planning and recruitment of Parent Literacy Volunteers

Making Connections: Families welcomed us into
their homes.

